Daily: Express Saturday May:27 2006

b

PRESS

THE NORTHERN & SHELL BUILDING,
NUMBER 10 LOWER THAMES STREET, LONDON EC3R 6EN
Tel: 0871 434 1010 (outside UK: +44(0)870 062 6620)

Foreign criminal policy
is Blair's worst betrayal

HAT the Government generally puts

the interests of foreigners ahead

of those of the British people has

long been obvious from its
immigration and race relations policies.

While all comers are allowed into Britain,
very little is expected in return from new
immigrants by way of integration or
acceptance of basic British values.

Over the past couple of weeks, we have
been getting used to the idea that
ministers have even been putting
the interests of hardened foreign
criminals ahead of those of law-abiding
British citizens.

But yesterday things got even worse.
Amazingly, it now emerges that Labour
has actually been rewarding foreign
criminals with one of life’s great prizes:
citizenship of the United Kingdom.

British passports have been given to
foreigners who have come here and
committed crimes S0 serious as to attract
long jail terms. Far from even
contemplating sending them home,
Labour has accorded these enemies of the
nation full British citizenship. Meanwhile,
people such as Harrods owner Mohamed
Al Fayed, who has created jobs and paid
tax revenues galore, are turned down.

Tony Blair talks a good game about
British values but he has presided over an
administration which, in practice, appears
to detest this nation and everything it has
ever stood for.

A politically correct Establishment,
which absurdly still languishes in
post-imperial guilt, believes that those
from the Third World must be bowed
and scraped to, even if they have nothing
to offer the British people but thieving
and contempt.

Our nation’s moral well-being is being
dismantled before our eyes by Left-wing
lawyers and officials armed with Mr
Blair’s Human Rights Act, financed by
the proceeds of taxation and motivated
by a sick hatred for their country. And the
Prime Minister does nothing to stop it.

Benefit cheats' free ride

OCIAL security frauds and over-

payments are costing every British

taxpayer an average of £40 a year.

Ministers always promise new
crackdowns but every year the figures
seem to get worse.

It is difficult to avoid the conclusion
that this socialist Government views
poverty as a valid excuse for any form of
misconduct - including stealing from the
welfare system — and will therefore never
take the measures needed to get to grips
with benefit cheats.

Give us the real Rooney

ROUD Scot Alex Ferguson insists he

is doing all he can to send Wayne

Rooney to the World Cup. We must

thank him for that. But if Rooney is
spotted on the plane to Germany, perhaps
someone should check it is the real
thing... and not the waxwork dummy
unveiled by Madame Tussauds.

David
Robson

at large

ND they said

variety was dead!

Blackpool, Wed-

nesday, llam. We

are greeted by an

old-fashioned
clown on stilts standing
between two brand new
wind turbines. That is just
the start of it.

On to the open-air stage
comes a troupe of disco danc-
ing girls. There’'s a gale blow-
ing and they are wearing noth-
ing except scraps of red mat-
erial and a lot of fake tan. But
on they go. Captain Scott
would have been proud.
Arlene Philips only maybe.

Then comes the dark-suited

leader of Blackpool Council - a
lovely line in patter he has:

“TLC. You all know what that
means, Think Like a Custo-
mer.” And the woman from the
Regional Development Board,
with her own cracking catch-
phrases: “Public realm pro-
jects and visitor perception.”
Not everybody laughs.

So by now the show is des-
perately in need of pep, pizzazz
and, not to put too fine a point
on it, glamour. And here it is.
Bounding on to the stage (to
cheers, whistles, screams),
white linen suit gleaming
(black hair and striped shirt
cuffs flapping in the wind),

comes Laurence Llewelyn- -

Bowen. Perhaps you don’t ass-
ociate Laurence with Black-
pool. If so, you don't know
Blackpool and you don’t know
Laurence. They love each other

He has already told me that
“LL-B” products are big sellers
in Blackpool, “they like things
fully rounded and fruity -
aubergine wallpaper, carpets
with slightly confrontational
art nouveau swirls”.

UT back to the stage:

“Absolutely lovely to

see you all today,” he
gushes, “congratulations to
the dancers who have strug-
gled in the teeth of a force-10
gale with all those false eye-
lashes... Blackpool is making
design statements that mirror
the wonders of the 19th cent-
ury. I think the 21st century
is going to be the century for
Blackpool.” And so on.

“No silk drapes here,” he
says, “but happily I shall be
wearing some out tonight.” He
invites us to count down from
10 to zero; tickertape and
applause fill the air and there
is a firework or two.

This is the opening of a new
park, the town’s first for 80
years. Grass, trees, a tennis

Lights, action!
Blackpool is
all set for its

comeback as

our fun capital

court — lovely actually - and
some rather good looking
20-metre towers for athletic
climbing. Blackpool, ever keen
on superlatives, has laid on
Alan Hinkes to show how it is
done. He was the first Briton
to climb the world’s 14 highest
peaks but, to be honest with
you, he loses us.

The weather is a bit sharp
and Laurence, me and a few
dozen of the local great and
good are off to lunch.

“I did a floor for the Winter
Gardens,” Laurence tells me,
“in 1985, when I worked
for the Harefield Rubber
Company - very glamorous. I
think my floor’s under some
rather nasty lino now.”

We had flown up together by
private jet. He had arrived at
London City Airport riding
pillion on a chauffeur-driven
motorbike. He was the perfect
flying companion. The plane
was tiny. His legs aren't too
long and he is very interesting
and amusing.

Wednesday, 12 noon: Lunch
with the town’s great and

‘good. The Government is

announcing its shortlist of
locations for the first Super-
casino (there will only be one
to start with). Blackpool is on
the list with seven others. “If
you get the casino...” Isaytoa
town councillor. “When we get
the casino,” he replies.

And they do need it. Visits to
the resort have fallen by 40 per
cent in 15 years and the days

when families stayed for a
week or a fortnight are long
gone. The Golden Mile looks
the opposite of golden these
days. One of the big theatresis
closing down.

“It’s because they haven’t‘
" her “boutique B&B”.

moved with the times,” some-
one tells me, “Who wants to
see Cannon and Ball?” There’s
no answer to that.

Blackpool really should get
the casino, and not just
because of need. If Culture
Secretary Tessa Jowell has any
real understanding of culture,
she will know this is the place.
What would a Supercasino
mean in Cardiff or Glasgow,
Manchester or Sheffield? It
would mean money, that's all.
So would a new factory.

EOPLE’S palaces, fun

and being first are in

Blackpool’s DNA. It has
slot machines in its psyche.
Where does the Supercasino
belong? In an ex-steel or
cotton or docks town, or in
the resort which has always
striven to attract, entertain
and amaze (and take people’s
money off them).

Blackpool was always a
place for indoor fun; not a
bloody health farm. Who, in
1894, built a tower 519ft high?
Who, in 1878, had built the
breathtaking Winter Gardens?
Who, in 1896, opened the Pleas-

ure Beach, still Britain’s most
popular attraction? And who,
in 1928, installed the Mighty
Wurlitzer, the biggest organ in
the world outside America?

Wednesday, 3pm: I am with
Claire Smith at Number One,
Her
mother-in-law had a B&B and
her grandmother-in-law before
her. In 1978, her mother-in-law
charged £12.50 bed and break-
fast and £17.50 full board. She
had 20 rooms, “all en-suite”.

Claire and her husband
Mark have three rooms, for
two people the charge is £120
per night, for one £75. What is
going on? We are not just talk-
ing three rooms, we are talking
three lavishly decorated rooms,
with king-size beds, Egyptian
cotton sheets and Siberian
goose down pillows. We are
talking 42-inch plasma screen
TVs and a smaller one in the
bathroom; we are talking a
Rolls-Royce breakfast menu
with blonde Claire bubbling
round with the coffee.

Three rooms hardly a resort
make, yet they may tell us
something. The town's new
mayor, Councillor Alan
Matthews, remembers the
days when visitors desperate
for a bed were knocking on the
doors of private houses. As a
kid in the Fifties, he made
good money (sometimes even
£2.10 a week when people were
paying 12s 6d a night bed and
breakfast) from baggin’ -
going to the stations with his

pram-wheeled cart anc deliver-
ing luggage to boarding houses.

Claire Smith shows that there
could be another Blackpool. As
we shall see, she is not alone.

Wednesday 4pm: I walk along
South Beach, a promenade punc-
tuated by large pieces of modern
sculpture. Blackpool has never
been afraid to challenge people
with art. I remember as
a child seeing Jacob Epstein’s
Genesis here - a huge stone fig-
ure of a naked pregnant woman,
It was considered scandalous
at the time. I remember people
queueing and gawping.

This new stuff is more elegant:
a series of angular stone arches,
skew-whiff to give perspective; a
slim, standing lattice oblong that
makes a sea scene; the biggest
dance hall mirror bal' in the
world, rotating, 47,000 glass tiles,
4.5 tonnes; and running the
length of the prom, silver metal
lamp posts that curve over it like
the ribs of a great whale

On one side of this modern ele-
gance is the sea; on the other are
the lovely, dowdy, clattering old
trams; above the road beyond
the trams are very traditional
Blackpool illuminations - sea
creatures sitting on the Tiffany
lamps - and running alongside
that, a row of tacky shops and
cafes with signs saying: “pies and
fries”. You can't sanitise Black-
pool. It's too big and ingrained.
You can only add to it.

Wednesday 7.30pm: They've
been having ice shows at the
Pleasure Beach for 70 years.

This year’s is Hot Ice - it's
Blackpool-lavish. About 30
skaters, a trillion costumes,
maximum leaps, twirls, sound,
lights and lasers.

Thursday 10am: It's sunny and
lovely. The Solaris Pavilion, a
Thirties solarium with winter
garden, sun lounge and palm
court, now turned into a place for
the study of the environment -
biodiversity, ecology, alternative
energy. Very good, very green.
But I can't help noticing a blue
plaque to Sir James Drake, “civil
engineer, pioneer of the modern
motorway network” - the roads
that green people hate most;
can't help noticing the cafe sells
custard pies, cream cakes, scones
and maybe fried things, too -
down South it would be all bean
sprouts and muesli.

HURSDAY 12 noon: On the

Golden Mile, traders deal-

ing in souvenirs and Kkiss-
me-quick stuff complain about
business being bad.

. Thursday 4pm: I am staying

at the Big Blue Hotel at the
Pleasure Beach, the first new one
built near the front in a long time.
It is four-star and smart. A
“boutique” hotel with 50 times
more rooms than Claire Smith.
But what would Sigmund
Freud, who visited Blackpool
twice, have made of the
enormous erection outside my
window — the Big One, 235ft, the

e
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tallest, fastest rollercoaster in
Europe? He would probably have
thought life had enough traumas
without going on it but I am
under pressure to ride. Is this any
job for a middle-aged man? Well
it is, and I do, and I survive.

Thursday 8pm: To Funny Girls,
the ladyboy bar, presided over by
Zoe, a Lily Savage-type mouthy
blond bloke in a sheath dress. It
is in an art deco ex-cinema, mag-
nificently restored in gold, reds
and pinks. The cabaret, which
comes in spurts (as it were), is
witty and glamorous. All ages of
adult are there. Probably the
best night out in Blackpool.

Friday 9am... yes, 9am: Weather
sunny and lovely. In the Winter
Gardens ballroom, under the
great vaulted ceiling and 11
chandeliers, the eight-day dance
festival is kKicking off.

In the British Amateur Rising
Stars Latin, they have been prac-
tising since 8.30 - late teens and
early 20s, 479 couples of them. All
very tiny. Hips snakier than
snakes. Never so much bril-
liantine before breakfast, never
S0 many sequins, so much eye
make-up or such long eyelashes
before elevenses, never so many
with so much bare flesh in
Blackpool before Whit.

British Rising Stars, very few
British. But from Thailand to
Iceland, Japan to Kazakhstan.
Cha-cha-cha, samba, rumba,
pasa doble. And they said variety
was dead! .

david.robson@express.co.uk
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CHANGING PLACES: Laurence Lleweiyn-Bowen amid the beauties of the
park he has just opened, so much more restful than riding the Big One

Pictures: MEN SYNDICATION AND ALAMY
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From the very first moment, you
know. This has the look, the style,
the colour you've been searching
for. Then you sit down and you're
sure. Nothing else will do. It's
something that happens all the
time with Parker Knoll.

-

To find out more, from the comfort
of your own home, call our hotline on
01443 846112 and we’ll send you a
brochure, or if you can’t wait to
explore our range of fabulous designs
visit us now at www.parkérlmoll.co-uk

Undoubtably

Parker Knoll

Parker Knoll, PO box 52, Treforest Ind Estate, Pontypridd CF37 5XA.

I'm looking forward to sitting comfortably: O please rush me your latest brochure,

Name

Address

Post Code

Email
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