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Number One - a B&B with sights set on tourism top spot. Elizabeth Gomm reports
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BOUTIQUE]

S

LUXURY FITTINGS: Attention to detail on the
staircase and landing

bed and breakfast

VISITORS can enjoy a city-style chic
stopover as a Blackpool B&B goes
boutigue.

Small, privately owned, Number One in St
Lukes Road, South Shore, may have just two
guest bedrooms - but they ooze luxury liv-
ing!

In the sumptuous bedrooms, there are
Siberian goose feather pillows and Egyptian
cotton sheets, stylish seating areas, huge
plasma televisions, hi-fi, DVD recorders and
PlayStation game consoles.

The superbly finished en suite bath-
rooms even have “watch-while-
you-soak' plasma screen televi- &
sions set into the walls and !
stylish fittings. Each of the
two suites are distinctively
different and expensively
dressed.

The interior design, down to
the finest last detail, is the
work of hotelier Claire Smith.
It is her first project after com-
pleting a City & Guilds Interior
Design course at Blackpool and
The Fylde College.

Claire and husband Mark sold the the
award-winning Old Coach House in Dean
Street earlier this year to buy 1St Lukes
Road.

They shared a vision of turning a private
house, built as a gentleman's residence in
1935, into an exclusive boutique hotel, trad-
ing in N letting bedrooms for just two!

They moved in there in June and haven't
stopped working since. Mark, a trained
kitchen and bathroom fitter, carrying out the

practical work and Claire the creative. They
are now beginning to see the fruits of their
labours. They have had their first guests -
and they were delighted.
Claire said: “They loved it, which is exactly
what we had hoped."
Her interest in design grew out of owning
the Old Coach House with its stylish bed-
rooms.
“| enjoyed making them look special and
found that guests really appreciated what |
had done. They'd walk in and go
“Oh, wow this is wonderful"
%, which made me feel good.
“The design course was a
bit of self-indulgence
. really, | wanted to take
. my interest further
| and | learnt so much
~ from it ... stuff I'd
never have anticipat-
ed.
~ “From ways of using
space and light to draw-
~ ing to scale. It stood me
in good stead for this."
Claire and Mark carried out
their own extensive survey of up
market B&Bs all over Britain, and a
feasability study was also carried out for
them by Lancaster University.
The study revealed a gap in the market in
the resort, which Number One would begin
to address. They were confident they could
make Number One work and, if all goes to
plan, win Claire the one award which has
eluded her - the England for Excellence
national award.

"We won the regional three or four times for
the Old Coach House and went through to
the national, but the best we did there was
fourth.

"Here with fewer rooms we can go a step
further to offer exceptional service. Our
guests can enjoy all Blackpool has to offer
and be pampered at the same time."

In the one public room there are leather
chairs in the relaxing seating area and ele-
gantly laid tables where guests can linger
over breakfast. French windows open out on
to a patio overlooking the garden, with a
turfed area where golf enthusiasts will be
able to practice their strokes.

Claire plans extravagant breakfasts, which
can be served in guests' rooms or in the
morning room, at the time they choose.

"It will be the little extras that will make
staying here special,” she said.

They are hoping they will be granted a
licence so guests will be able to have
Champagne breakfasts, Pimms in the after-
noon, or a nightcap.

Claire, Mark and their son Ben, 16, also have
their home in Number One but their space is
clearly defined from that of their guests.
“It's very important to strike the right bal-
ance,” said Claire.

Claire will be running Number One while
Mark intends to go back to fitting kitchens
and bathrooms again for the time being.
She's looking forward to Easter when it will
be fully finished ... and to seeing the reaction
of her guests.

And judging from the the fantastic facilities
they'll find, they won't feel short-changed at
£125 per room.
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the hotel, sitting in one of the completed bedrooms
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7 days departs Feb - Apr & _
Nov - Dec 2005 & Jan - Apr 2006

——

» Return scheduled flights with United
Airlines from Manchester via London
Heathrow

* Five nights' hotel accommodation in central
San Francisco at the 3% Pickwick Hotel

« Time at leisure for sightseeing, shopping
and exploring in the city

= Excellent optional excursions including
California’s Wine Country and San
Francisco by helicopter

= ————— |

FOR A FREE
i wy procrure TeL- 01253 361 771
= www.iravslscope.co.
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l your life, with CV
“Match ;

What's in it for you? Your CV wil
be viewed by 100's of potential
employers. If's easy 1o use and
you only have io fill in the CV
form onge and register.

When you complete your CV our

specizlist service will then match
your details fo &l perspeciive
empioyers.

Your CV semains anonymous
uniil you decde fo revesl your
personsl  idelily o you
preferred potential emgloyer,

Jain today its absolutely free.
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